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Strategies for tourism development by promoting local identity in
Nonthaburi Province as part of the project

“One destination, one local experience”
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Abstract

The development of local personnel capacity through the implementation of
value-based tourism projects through collaboration between government agencies and
tourism networks serves as a crucial mechanism for strengthening the grassroots economy.
This study aims to explore strategies for developing the tourism economy by promoting
the distinctive local identity under the “One destination, One Local Experience” initiative
in Nonthaburi Province. It also seeks to evaluate the implementation outcomes of the
initiative in order to synthesize policy recommendations for sustainable tourism develop-
ment in the future. A qualitative research methodology was employed involving in-depth
interviews and focus group discussions with 20 key informants, including government
officials and local community representatives. Data were analyzed using thematic analysis.

The findings reveal that the project effectively leveraged Nonthaburi’s unique local
identities, such as riverside lifestyles, orchard-based ways of life, and traditional local
markets, as core elements in designing valuable tourism routes and activities. One aspect
of the project, the training of local youth to become cultural interpreters through the use
of storytelling as a communication tool, enhanced the attractiveness of the area and
enriched tourist experiences. Additionally, the initiative contributed to the establishment
of a more systematic tourism management structure, clarified community roles, and
fostered active local participation.

Policy recommendations for future tourism project development include enhancing
cultural tourism linkages, promoting creative tourism activities, upgrading local products
and services, developing niche markets, and continuously building the capacity of local

tourism entrepreneurs.

Keywords: Strategies, tourism development, local identity, Nonthaburi province
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