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ABSTRACT

The Lao Wiang community in Muang Ngam Subdistrict, Sao Hai District, Saraburi Province,
has a historical foundation linked to the forced migration of captives from Vientiane during the
conflicts between the Kingdom of Siam and the Lan Xang Kingdom. This large-scale resettlement
led to a significant Lao Wiang population establishing their settlements in Saraburi, particularly in
Muang Neam. At present, the Khok Na Sai community in Muang Ngam has developed a model of
creative tourism that emphasizes cultural identity through traditional Lao Wiang agricultural
practices. Tourists can engage in immersive experiences such as traditional rice farming and
learning about local wisdom while fostering community participation. The potential of the Khok
Na Sai commmunity extends beyond tourism, serving as a crucial mechanism for preserving and
transmitting cultural heritage.

The Lao Wiang Community Learning Center Design Project aims to study and analyze
the community’s way of life, cultural identity, and spatial usage patterns. It further seeks to
examine and synthesize factors influencing the architectural design of the center, proposing a
design approach that aligns with the community’s identity while promoting the transmission of
local wisdom and creative tourism based on Lao Wiang ethnic traditions.

This study presents an architectural prototype that harmonizes with the local context,
optimizing functional space to accommodate diverse community activities. Cultural identity is
integrated into the design through the adaptation of the "Chaloe" weaving pattern as an
architectural element in building openings, enhancing both aesthetic uniqueness and spatial
accessibility. Locally sourced materials, such as solid wood and bamboo, are incorporated in
alisnment with indigenous knowledge and environmental surroundings. The participatory design
process has resulted in the application of this architectural model in the renovation of the Khok
Nong Na Model Community Learning Center in Muang Ngam. The integration of community
identity and local materials in the design not only reflects respect for traditional wisdom but also

fosters sustainability and the physical continuity of the Lao Wiang cultural heritage.
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