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• Reading Comprehension is the act of 

understanding what you are reading.

• Goals of Reading

“Your life can be changed by reading”.
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• Guessing Meaning from Context

• Guessing Meaning from Word Structure

• Using Dictionaries
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• Guessing Meaning from Word Structure

• Root (base word)

• Prefix (comes before the root words)

• Suffix   (comes at the end of the root words)
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• Prefix + Root + Suffix

• reaction

• circle   circular

• sustainable   sustainability
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• Before you use word parts there are a few things you 

need to know.

1. In most cases, a word is built upon at least one root.

• aqua = water   

• aquarium (n.) a glass container in which fish and 

other water creatures can be kept
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• 2. Words can have more than one prefix, root, or 

suffix.

successful successfully

biology     biologist     biodegradable 
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3. Words do not always have a prefix and a suffix. 

Some words have neither a prefix nor a suffix.

read   write   happy
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4. The spelling of roots may change as they are 

combined with suffixes.

happy     happiness

describe    description
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5. Different prefixes, roots, or suffixes may have the 

same meaning.

bilingual   bicycle  bimonthly   biannual

The prefixes bi-, di-, and duo- all mean two.

happiness   importance   teacher   creator   scientist

The suffixes –ness   -ance -er -or   -ist
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Did you know that each of these two sets of words 

have one common root word?

Set 1: biology, antibiotic, autobiography

Set 2: credit, credible, incredible
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audio   audible   audience

actor    action     activity

automatic     automobile

autograph    autobiography

automotive
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• Guessing Meaning from Word Structure

• Root (base word)

• Prefix (comes before the root words)

• Suffix   (comes at the end of the root words)
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• Common Root Words

• bio- aqu- auto- biblio- chrono-

• audi- circ- geo- tele- phon-

• scrib- script- vis- vid- port-

• act- bas- cred- equ- graph-
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• Prefix

• anti- bi- cir- co- com- con- col-

• dis- ex- in- il- ir- im- un-

• mis- non- mal- mono- poly- pre-

• post- re- sub- super- inter- trans
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• international   mistake

• recall   reread   reuse

• impossible   unhappy

• disagree   dislike   dishonest

• co-worker   combine   combination
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• Suffix

• -ble -able   -ance -ancy -er -or   -ant   -ent

• -ar -ence -ful -less   -ion   -ism   -ist -ity

• -ive -logy   -ment -ness   -ory -ous

• -ship   -some   -tude
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• able   ability   unable   edible   audible   salable

• performance   accountancy   designer   creator

• teach   teacher   type   typist   piano   pianist 

• partner   partnership   leader   leadership

• friend   friendship    friendly   unfriendly
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• dangerous   harmful   harmless

• attitude   aptitude   troublesome

• circle   circular   beauty   beautiful   beautifully

• act   action   active   activity   actor   actress

• reaction   concurrence   irresistible





• pollute (v.) to make air, water or earth dirty or 

harmful to people, animals, and plants

• pollution (n.) 

• environmental pollution
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• Self-

• Self-esteem is an individual’s subjective 

evaluation of their own worth.

• She has plenty of self-confidence.

• self-control    self-discipline

• self-respect
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• A self-service restaurant / shop

• Thailand is totally self-sufficient in food 

production.

• Sufficiency Economy Philosophy
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• motivate motivation   motivator

• Indonesia   Indonesian   dive   diver

• marine   submarine   debris (n.) rubbish and waste

• environment   environmental   protect   protection

• name (n./v.)   inspiring   influential   
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• Pope Francis has called Thailand an inspiration 

for global peace and harmony, in a message 

ahead of his visit to the country next week.

• …Thailand has shown commitment to work hard “to 

promote harmony and a peaceful coexistence”.

• https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1795689/pope-hails-

thailand-as-inspiration-for-global-peace



I’d Like To Teach The World To Sing (In Perfect  
Harmony)

• I’d like to build the world a home

• And furnish it with love

• Grow apple trees and honey bees

• And snow white turtle doves

• I’d like to teach the world to sing

• In perfect harmony

• I’d like to hold it in my arms

• And keep it company



“Money can provide only physical 

conveniences”.

“A tamed mind brings happiness”.
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