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Learning Vocabulary in Context
(1)



Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
• context (n.) surrounding words
• Learning vocabulary in context means that 

you learn new words when you are reading or 
listening. 

• You learn a new word by seeing how it is used 
in a sentence.



Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
• Context clues are hints found within a 

sentence, paragraph, or passage that a reader 
can use to understand the meanings of new 
or unfamiliar words. 



Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
• Four Types of Context Clues

1: Definition or Restatement
2: Synonym
3: Antonym /Opposite/Contrast
4: Example or Explanation



Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
• Clues to definition include “that is,” commas, 

dashes, and parentheses. 
People spend hours in gridlock – that is, 

traffic so horrible that is simply doesn’t move.
There is a drawback, a disadvantage, to that idea.



Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
Clues to definition include “that is,” commas, 
dashes, and parentheses. 

The downtown shopping area is now        a 
pedestrian zone – in other words, an area for 
walkers only, no cars.



Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
Results on these exams affect the entire

family because there is high status, or social 
position, for a whole family in which children 
have high test scores.

This is a group of entrepreneurs – i.e., people 
who own and run their own small businesses.





Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
The mountain pass was a tortuous road, 

winding and twisting like a snake around the 
trees of the mountainside. 

This situation is a conundrum, a puzzle 
that’s difficult to solve.



Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
• College students need great discipline; in 

order to make time for their studies, they 
need the self-control to give up hobbies, 
sports, and social life.

• There are many more schools in cities than in 
rural areas.



Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
Jenny is gregarious, unlike her sister who is 

quiet and shy.
In some cities, instead of worsening, urban 

life is actually getting much better.
Teresa is so somnolent that she requires 

medication to help her stay awake for more 
than a short time.





Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
• It might not be a surprise to find that life in 

affluent cities is improving, but what about 
cities that aren’t rich?

• Under his leadership, city planners established 
priorities – in other words, a list of what was 
most important.

















WELLINGTON: New Zealand will lift 
coronavirus restrictions across the country 
on Sep 21.
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/covid-19-new-zealand-lift-
coronavirus-curbs-in-most-of-country-13108140







Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
• The Philippines-based Asian Development 

Bank said the COVID-19 pandemic remained a 
“potent” threat to the region’s economic 
recovery.

• https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/business/covid-19-
restrictions-asia-economy-gdp-growth-13111538



Outbreak ‘likely’ if public drops guard
• outbreak: the sudden start of a disease
• pandemic: a disease that affects almost 

everyone in a very large area 
• https://www.bangkokpost.com/learning/easy/1966359/outbreak-

likely-if-public-drops-guard







Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
• Research has shown that kids learn science 

effectively through computer games and other 
digital simulations; nutrition can be effectively 
taught the same way.

• https://www.goodnet.org/articles/5-apps-that-encourage-kids-to-
make-healthy-food-choices





Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
• foster (v.) to encourage the development or 

growth of ideas or feelings
• foster; encourage; cheer; help





Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)
• Thailand is embracing the Bio-, Circular and 

Green Economy (BCG) model as a path 
towards more sustainable growth, which will 
be marked by more employment, higher 
people’s incomes and an eco-friendly society.

• https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1962599





Learning Vocabulary in Context (1)

• What better way to train architectural 
students than to let them do hands-on work 
on the structures they design?

• https://www.goodnet.org/articles/this-universitys-homework-
means-building-inexpensive-housing



วิริเยน ทุกฺขมจเฺจติ

“You can overcome suffering 
through diligent efforts.”
คนล่วงทุกข์ได้ เพราะความเพียร
Practice makes perfect.



มหาวิทยาลัยเทคโนโลยีราชมงคลพระนคร 
คณะศิลปศาสตร์ 

เลขที่ 86 ถนนพิษณุโลก แขวงสวนจิตรลดา เขตดุสิต  
กรุงเทพฯ 10300

ผู้ช่วยศาสตราจารย์ภาวิณี อุ่นวัฒนา
E-mail: pawinee.o@rmutp.ac.th


